Distribution of HSV-1 IgG antibodies by two methods comparing in Turkish atopic children.
Herpes Simplex Virus Type 1 (HSV-1) is a ubiquitous pathogen. Other than known diseases, HSV-1 may have an important role in the pathogenesis of atopy by causing immortality of th2 cells. From June 1st to July 31st 2006, seventy five blood samples were collected from atopic children referred to the allergy clinic of the hospital. The bloods samples were used to detect HSV-1 IgG antibodies by Enzyme-Linked Immunosorbent Assay and Virus Neutralization Test. HSV-1 IgG antibody seroprevalence in atopic children was found high, 62.6% by Enzyme-Linked Immunosorbent Assay and 57.3% by Virus Neutralization Test. Thus Virus Neutralization Test sensitivity was 92.15% and specificity was 100% regarding to the Enzyme-Linked Immunosorbent Assay technic. Although Enzyme-Linked Immunosorbent Assay was more sensitive than Virus Neutralization Test, there was no significant difference between two technics (p > 0.05) in detecting HSV-1 IgG antibodies in serum.